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When temperatures climb and the summer
sun beats down, conditions are ripe for lakes
to produce harmful algae blooms, some of
which can be harmful to pets and humans.
People or animals may develop skin irrita-

tion or upper respiratory problems from ex-
posure to harmful algae blooms and in ex-
treme cases, dogs and other animals have
even died after drinking lake water contain-
ing these toxins from harmful algae blooms
(blue-green algae). 

Severe blue-green algal blooms typically
occur on lakes with poor water quality (high
in nutrients), and look like green paint, pea
soup, or a thick green cake. Harmful algae
blooms often result in extremely low water
clarity (less than 1 foot). There is no visual
way to predict the toxicity of an algal bloom.

When these conditions are present, people
should avoid contact with the water and they
should prevent animals from swimming in or
drinking the water. Scientists do not yet know
what causes some blooms to produce toxins
while others do not, so the safest course of
action is to avoid contact with all blue-green
blooms.

Blue-green algae can be hard to distinguish
from other types of algae. While it’s often
described as looking like pea soup or spilled
green paint, it can take other forms as well.

The last confirmed report of blue-green
algae took place in 2006 on both Albert Lea
Lake and Fountain Lake. The pictures shown
are of the algae blooms on both Albert Lea
and Fountain Lake. 

Blue-green Algae

Blue-green algae on Fountain Lake
August 3, 2006.

Blue-green algae Albert Lea Lake
August 3, 2006

By Kayla Koenen, Freeborn County Intern

Wetlands are natural areas that are often wet
but may not be wet year round.  Minnesota
contains over 9 million acres of wetlands.
This may seem like a large number, but prior
to 1800 there were nearly 19 million acres of
wetlands in Minnesota.  This represents a
50% decrease in wetland area in only 200
years.  Wetlands are important ecosystems
that benefit both humans and the environ-
ment in a variety of ways. 

Water Quality
As water enters a wetland it slows down and
moves around the plants and vegetation.
Sediment settles to the bottom of the wetland
and plant roots and microorganisms absorb
much of the excess nutrients present in the
water.  This natural filtration process in-
creases the water quality, making it healthier

for drinking, swimming, and supporting
aquatic plants and animals.

Storage and Flood Control
Wetlands can help reduce the frequency and
intensity of floods by acting as natural buffers
and storage units.  A typical wetland can
store 1 million gallons of floodwater per
acre.  After peak flood flows have passed,
wetlands slowly release the stored water and
recharge the groundwater, reducing damage
downstream.

Wildlife Habitat
Wetlands are some of the most biologically
diverse ecosystems in the world, comparable
to tropical rain forests or coral reefs in the
number and variety of species supported.
More than one-third of threatened and en-
dangered species live only in wetlands, and
20% of the United States threatened or en-
dangered species use or inhabit wetlands at
some point in their life.  Migratory waterfowl

rely on wetlands for all aspects of their lives,
including resting, eating, and breeding.

Recreation
Wetlands are used for many recreational ac-
tivities including hiking, fishing, bird watch-
ing, photography, and hunting.  More than
98 million adults in the United States take
part in these activities, spending approxi-
mately $59.5 billion annually.

Benefits of Wetlands

South Industrial Park Retention AreaSouth Industrial Park Retention Area
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The recent budget deal approved through
the Minnesota Legislature’s 2011 Special
Session resulted in a significant loss of rev-
enue for the City of Albert Lea in the esti-
mated amount of $958,000. The cuts in
State revenue are applicable to 2011 and
will need to be offset in spending reductions
in the remaining months of the year. The
Local Government Aid (LGA) reduction rep-
resents about $598,000 while the Market
Value Credit reduction is about $360,000.
The City’s General Fund Budget is approxi-
mately $14.1 million. Therefore, the City will
experience about 6.79% less in revenues for
2011. 

Despite the loss in revenues, the City has
been experiencing expenditure savings to
date and is projecting additional savings for
the rest of the year. These savings are attrib-
uted to careful and fiscally responsible
spending by City departments in the first half
of 2011. The City has been aware that re-
ductions to both LGA and MVC were possi-
ble and began contingency planning in
February 2011. In light of the budget fore-
cast, there are no plans for employee lay-
offs, furloughs or service cuts for 2011. The
2011 budget will continue to be monitored
closely and will involve a 3rd Quarter
budget review and report to the City Coun-
cil. 

The 2012 Budget will be funded with LGA
in the same revised amount for 2011, or
about $4.7 million. The MVC amount will
be reduced by another $122,000 in 2012
which effectively results in no reimbursement
to the City in 2012 and thereafter.  A pre-
liminary 2012 budget is currently under re-

view by the City Council. The Council will
need to establish a preliminary tax levy by
September 15th. Increasing taxes or fees will
be one option to consider for supplement-
ing the LGA and MVC reductions. Other op-
tions will include service cuts or elimination,
as well as compensation freezes or em-
ployee layoffs. In the past 10 years, the City
has reduced the number of full-time employ-
ees from 154 to 137 as a result of past LGA
cuts.

The chart below illustrates the City’s revenue
from LGA and property taxes in the last five
years. LGA was originally established in
1971 and one of the primary purposes of
the program was to keep property taxes
equalized throughout the state to assure that
all citizens have reasonable access to pub-
lic services and to avoid disparity between
greater Minnesota cities and metro cities. 

The continued cuts to LGA are presenting
difficult challenges to remain competitive
economically within the state, but also
across the border in Iowa. The community
has also taken a number of innovative and
collaborative approaches in the past to
maintain the quality of life and service levels
for residents and businesses. The City will
continue to explore and implement such ap-
proaches into the future. As deliberations
continue on the 2012 budget, the City re-
quests your feedback to elected officials,
staff, or during a Council meeting on the
services you value and desire to be main-
tained. Please feel welcome to call City Hall
at 377-4330 or check the City’s website,
www.cityofalbertlea.org for contact informa-
tion. 

State Cuts LGA and Market Value Credits

Story times Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day morning at 10:30 a.m. and evening
story time on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.

We will begin on Monday, September 12th
and run through the week of November
21st (closed on Thursday for Thanksgiving)

BINGO-MEA event on Thursday, Oct.
20th at 2:00pm

Book Pals for children in 3rd-5th grade be-
ginning on Tuesday, October 11th and
running through Tuesday, November 15th.
We meet from 3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  We
will be reading The Phantom Tollbooth.

Adult Basic Computer Classes:
Interested in picking up some basic com-
puter skills? 

This class covers basic internet and email
skills. 

Stop by the circulation desk to register or
to learn more about the class. Class will
be held Oct. 5. Space is limited.

Download eBooks for Your
eReader:
Visit Albert Lea Public Library on the web at
www.alplonline.org and click on “Over-
Drive” to download eBooks and audio-
books. 

Holiday closings: 
Labor Day—Monday, Sept. 5

Nonfiction Book Club: 
The nonfiction book club meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. in the li-
brary’s Computer Lab.

Friends Book Sale:
Thursday, Oct. 13th
4 - 7 p.m. 
Members only
Join at the sale for only $5

Friday, Oct. 14th
12 - 6 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 15th 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Bag sale - Saturday only. 

This chart illustrates the relationship between decreased LGA and increased property
taxes.
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Broadway Ridge Grant Fund
The Broadway Ridge Grant Fund was estab-
lished by the City Council in 2011 to assist
downtown property owners in the rehabilita-
tion of their buildings to the original historical
appearance and standard. The fund will
match an owner’s construction cost up to
$50,000 for historically approved work on
the building façade that faces a street, alley,
or parking lot. The fund does not assist with
roofs or interior improvements. Buildings to
be assisted must be located within the Na-
tional Commercial Historic District and must
contribute historically to the district. Proposed
projects are reviewed by the Heritage Preser-
vation Commission for a determination of
historical correctness for the proposed im-
provements.

The National Commercial Historic District,
designated by the National Park Service, in-
cludes properties from Washington Avenue to
Elizabeth Avenue and from Fountain Street to
College Street. The district was formed in two
phases with the first phase in 1987 that in-
cluded mostly Broadway Avenue with 48
buildings. The second phase was completed
in 2003 and included 109 additional build-
ings and five vacant sites. The combined dis-
trict includes 157 buildings of which 133
contribute historically to the district. This is the
largest National Commercial Historic District
in the State of Minnesota.

The City recently issued the first grant from
the fund to AZ-1 for the Community Corner-
stone building, at 244 South Broadway Av-

enue, formerly
known as the
Bible Book
Store and St.
Paul Clothing.
This building
was con-
structed in
1888. The
grant totals
$50,000 and
the owners will
be contribut-
ing $71,956
to the project.
Windows and

the store front will be replaced with histori-
cally correct designs. In exchange for the
grant, the owners provide the City with an
easement over the façade so that it can’t be
changed in the future without City approval.

The matching fund is available to any build-
ing owner whose building contributes histor-
ically to the National Commercial Historic
District. A list is available in the Community
Development office. Building owners must be
able to match or exceed the grant and may
need to make improvements that are not eli-
gible for the grant.

Owners interested in potential use of the fund
should contact Bob Graham, Community De-
velopment Director, (507) 377-4316 or
email bgraham@city.albertlea.org. 

Transfer Station Hours:

April 1 - September 30

Monday & Wednesday

3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Friday

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Saturday 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

October 1 - November 30

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Friday

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Saturday

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

ACT’s 47th Season:

Doubt - Sept. 22-24, 28-Oct. 1

Christmas Carol - Dec. 1-3, 7-10

How to Talk Minnesotan - Apr. 26-29M,
May 2-5

Oliver - July 12-15M, 18-21

Community Cornerstone



Lil’ Monsters 
Grades Preschool-1st 

Have fun decorating your very own pumpkin,
crafts and even monster cookies!  You can
also watch a spooky movie (nothing scary)
with your friends and listen to stories.  Spook-
tacular snacks provided.

Fee: $8
When: Fri. October 21st (Fall Break-No School)
Time: 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Where: City Arena-Conf. Room #1 
Make sure your child dresses to make a mess!

Movies, Pumpkins,
and Snacks-
Oh My!
Grades 2nd-5th

Come and enjoy an af-
ternoon filled with creepy
crafts, pumpkin decorat-
ing, ghoulish games and a
spooky movie, but not too spooky!  And to
top it off we will enjoy scary snacks!

Fee: $8
When: Fri. October 21st (Fall Break-No School)
Time: 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Where: City Arena-Conf. Room #1

Great Pumpkin Seed
Contest
Guess how many pumpkin seeds are in our
jar!!!  The closest guess without going over
wins two youth trip vouchers for any of our
youth trips!  Winners need not be present to
win.  One guess per participant.  Please in-
clude your name, phone number and guess.
Contest begins October 3rd  and winner will
be announced November 4th.

Tweite’s Pumpkin
Patch Trip 
Families welcome! Children 6 and under
must be accompanied by an adult. 

Challenge Your Skills at Tweite’s Corn Maze,
visit the Enchanted Forest, Dino Dig, Dodge
City, Pumpkinville, Harvest Town, Back Forty
and Storybook Land. We will also take a
wagon ride to the giant U-Pick Pumpkin Patch
for those that would like to bring one home! 

Fee: $12 (bring extra money for concessions
and pumpkins!) 
When: Thurs. October 20th (Fall Break-No
School) 
Time: Bus leaves City Arena @ 9:00 a.m.
and returns approx. 2:00 p.m. 
Where: Tweite’s Pumpkin Patch-Byron, MN 

Frightmares at Buck
Hill Trip
Grades 6th & 7th 

If you thought Buck Hill was just a place to
hit the slopes, you're dead wrong!  Come
check out Orchard Manor Dead & Breakfast,
The Fright Factory, Belharm-Lovejoy Asylum
and the Haunted Hallow. When you and your
friends need a break from all the gore stop
by Tucker’s Bar & Grill and hang out by the
campfire.  

When: Saturday, October 22nd 
Time: Bus leaves City Arena at 5:30 p.m.
and returns approximately 11:30 p.m.
Where: Buck Hill-Burnsville, MN
Fee: $23 in town        $28 out of town
*Bring extra money for food
*Kids will be allowed on their own with a
buddy.  If parents would prefer children
to stay with an adult please notify Parks &
Rec*
www.frightmares.com 

Register by October 17th

Community News Page 5
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Albert Lea Senior 
Citizen Center
Membership Dues: Annual membership
fee is $30.00 per year, our year runs from
January 1 thru December 31.

Hours: Monday- 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon,
Tuesday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. For
more info call 373-0704.

As a member of the Albert Lea Senior Cen-
ter you will receive a monthly newsletter to
keep you up to date on Center events.

Participate in: Aerobics, Yoga, Walking
Club, Red Hat Society, Crafts and Card
Recycling, Monthly Birthday Party, Play Ph-
effer, 500 or Bridge, Blood Pressure
Checks, Innovision Eye Care, Coping with
Grief, Stress Management Class, Class on
Macular Degeneration, AARP Driver Safety
Class, Ping Pong and Special Events.

There’s a Pool Room with 5 pool tables
and the Lounge is open to use the com-
puters, watch TV or put in a movie, work
on puzzles or visit with friends.

Take a day trip to exciting destinations
around Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin.

You can now register ONLINE!  
Check us out @

www.cityofalbertlea.org



Community News Page 6

The City of Albert Leawww.city.albertlea.org

Fire Department Open House

1-3 p.m.

Saturday October 15th

The Albert Lea Fire Department was recently
awarded an Assistance to Fire Fighters grant
from FEMA. The grant, in the amount of
$54,000, was used to upgrade equipment
and tools. 

About $13,000 of the grant was used to up-
grade the department’s extrication equip-
ment. Extrication equipment is commonly
known as the “jaws of life.” The grant allowed
the department to add smaller cutters capa-
ble of clipping off small items such as brake
pedals and steering wheels and can get into
smaller areas than the large cutters and
spreaders can. The equipment upgrade also
included a quick connect hose system to be
able to change tools under pressure and a
ram that can both push and pull which will
be helpful in pulling dashes apart.

Other equipment the department received
under the grant includes a training man-
nequin that speaks,  foam and the nozzles
and tubes needed to use it for chemical fires
such as anhydrous ammonia, a boom, haz-
mat pads and socks, a hazmat pool capable
of catching up to 200 gallons of liquid dur-
ing a spill, three large first aid kits, an auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED) capable of
being used on infants through adults and the
Rad 57 system which monitors pulse and the
level of carbon monoxide in a person’s sys-
tem.  The Fire Department is the only agency
in the county that has this mobile equipment. 

Fire fighters will also be able to attend two
training sessions on anhydrous ammonia and
ethanol.

FireFighters Receive FEMA Grant Ordinance Change
Because of a change in State Statute that
changes the variance test from a “demon-
strated hardship” to a “practical difficulty” An
amendment is being added to the Zoning
Ordinance (Chapter 74 - City Code). The
amendment also allows the Board of Appeals
to grant variances without City Council ac-
tion. If the Board denies a variance, the ap-
plicant may appeal to the City council and
also to the courts. 

The Board shall make findings that a “prac-
tical difficulty” exists in the use of the prop-
erty before a variance may be granted.

An application form is available from the In-
spection Department. There is a $500.00 fee
for reviewing and processing variances. The
fee is not refundable.

“Practical difficulty” is a legal standard set
forth in law that cities must apply when con-
sidering applications for variances. It is a
three-factor test and applies to all variance
requests.

1. The property owner proposes to use the
property in a reasonable manner not per-
mitted by the zoning ordinance.

2. The plight of the landowner is due to cir-
cumstances unique to the property not cre-
ated by the landowner.

3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the
essential character of the locality.

The Board of appeals shall consider the fol-
lowing factors when making its determina-
tion:
• Is the variance in harmony with the pur-

poses and intent of the ordinance?
• Is the variance consistent with the compre-

hensive plan?
• Does the proposal put property use in a

reasonable manner?
• Are there unique circumstances to the

property not created by the landowner?
• Will the variance, if granted, alter the es-

sential character of the locality?

Economic considerations alone cannot cre-
ate practical difficulties. Rather, practical dif-
ficulties exists only when the three statutory
factors are met.

The Board of Appeals will either approve or
deny the request If the request is denied it
may be appealed.

If the variance is approved, a building permit
will be issued. Any changes from the vari-
ance, as granted by the Board of Appeals,
will be subject to removal and be subject to
fine.

A few of the new extrication tools received thanks to a grant from FEMA
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A project called a Total Maximum Daily Load
(“TMDL” for short) began in the Cedar and Shell
Rock Rivers watersheds in 2008. The general
objective of the project is to improve surface
water quality of our lakes, streams and rivers.
Including the watershed districts, the project has
involved the Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tricts, MPCA, and MDNR.    The project in-
volved water sampling, watershed mapping and
assessment, analysis and reporting. The TMDL
project will help provide water quality improve-
ments by reducing nutrient and sediment pol-
lution. 

Currently the project is in the reporting phase,
reviewing technical reports and getting ready to
provide project results to local and regional
groups, stakeholders, and local government. A
number of meetings, presentations, and other

methods will be employed in the coming
months, to provide results to interested citizens.
An implementation plan will follow the TMDL
project, where specific efforts can be defined
and completed. 

An example of the data used in this project is
shown in Figure 4-6, which shows lake water
quality data for Fountain Lake West. This bar
graph shows three important factors in lake
water quality: total phosphorus, chlorophyll
(algae levels), and secchi disk transparency
(water clarity). The timeframe shows the years
1951, 1962, 1992, and 2005-2010. First, this
shows the importance of having continuous
data, which means that changes over time can
be tracked. Second, the bars for phosphorus
(important nutrient in lakes) and chlorophyll are
higher than the acceptable threshold (dotted
lines) – in simple terms, the TMDL projects seeks

to move the bars below the
thresholds. The trend in
how clear the water has
been is shown by the bars
going down from the top –
these are the secchi disk
readings (think of a white
plate being lowered into the
lake from a boat). An im-
provement in water clarity
(i.e. the plate can go further
down in the water) is shown
in 2010. This is the type of
positive improvement that
we want to continue.

For further information on
this project, please contact
the SRRWD office. 

Rain Barrel Winners

Being Water Smart
Conserve
Flooding
Home
Hose
Leak
Less
Pond
Rainbarrel
Runoff
Save
Shower
Sky
Smart
Water

• Bob Johnson 

• Lynn Koziolek

• Ray Isaacson

• Harlan Thompson

• LaVern Bergerson

• Lenore Fries 

The Shell Rock River Watershed pro-
vided rain barrels to be given away
during the Freeborn County Fair again
this year. Congratulations to this year’s
winners:

The Shell Rock River Watershed District
held a Truckload Rain Barrel Distribution
Day on June 18, 2011. We were able to
purchase a quantity of rain barrels to
keep on hand at that time, so we are
able to provide interested residents a rain
barrel for a great price of $64.43. 

We have several of these barrels around
Albert Lea for you to be able to check
them out. Locations include: Freeborn
County Fairgrouds (Conservation Build-
ing), Albert Lea/Freeborn County Cham-
ber Office in the Northbridge Mall,
Albert Lea Seed House, Plaza Landscap-
ing as well as our office in the Historic
Courthouse at 411 S. Broadway Ave.

If you are interested in purchasing one
please contact us at: 
507.377.5785 or 
connie.kaupa@co.freeborn.mn.us 

Rain Barrels Available
Cedar Basin/Shell Rock River Watershed TMDL Update
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Our curbside and rural drop box recycling
program has been in place for more than 20
years. During that time we have used many
methods of communication to educate peo-
ple about what can and cannot be recycled.
We use the Shopper, the Albert Lea Tribune
newspaper, radio ads, put the Instruction
Sheets in post offices, banks and stores
throughout the county, hand out information
at the County Fair and the annual Home and
Recreation Show. When people call our of-
fice for information we can mail the Instruc-
tion Sheets to them and at programs put on
by our staff to schools, scout troops, church
groups and other organizations they are
made available.

With this effort to promote our recycling pro-
gram one would think that people using it
would be familiar with what can and cannot
be recycled and how to get started. The ma-
jority of people do recycle and that’s ad-
mirable. The majority of people do a good

job of recycling, getting
their containers out in
time, rinsing the cans so
they don’t draw flies or
smell, and people using
the program benefit
from savings on reduced
garbage service.

Each year we try to focus on a problem or a
change. Last year it was the change from
twice a month curbside service to the every-
other-week collection schedule. We were sur-
prised at the number of people who didn’t
know there was a difference. Twice a month
is not the same as every-other-week.
This year we are focusing on plastic bags. We
do not want them in the recycling. No plastic
bags, no exception. During a visit to the Re-
cycle America recycling center in the cities this
spring we observed why. The conveyor belts
move about as fast as a person running on a
treadmill. It is not possible to sort materials
unless the bag is opened and there is no time
to do that considering most items are sorted
mechanically, not by humans. Our recycling
program has never taken plastic bags and the
Recycling Instructions repeat that phrase
many times as you read the page.

Locally Wal-Mart and the two grocery stores,
HyVee and Nelson’s  have containers at their
stores for people to return plastic bags for re-
cycling. Re-using bags for waste can liners or
lunch bags are good ways to get rid of them,
but please, please, do not put any plastic
bags in the recycling.

Plastic Bags. Use ‘em and lose ‘em elsewhere!

Randy
Tuchtenhagen

Freeborn
County

Solid Waste
Officer


