CITY OF ALBERT LEA
PLANNING COMMISSION
ADVISORY BOARD
August 27, 2019, 5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers, 221 E Clark Street
AGENDA
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES- PC June 4, 2019
D. PUBLIC HEARINGS- Ordinance Amendments
a. Section 62-88
b. Section 74-2
c. Section 74-18
d. Section 74-256
e. Section 74-296
f. Section 74-1046
E. NEW BUSINESS
F. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS
G. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
H. ADJOURNMENT

CITY OF ALBERT LEA
PLANNING COMMISSION
ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
Members Present
Wyeth Anderson
Larry Baker, Ex-Officio
Colby Cunningham
Brian Hensley
Rick Mummert, Chair
Tim Samuelson, Vice Chair

June 4, 2019 - 5:30 pm
City Center –Room 109/111

Members Absent
Chuck Paczowski
Staff in Attendance
Wayne Sorensen, Building/Zoning Administrator
Cierra Maras, Fire & Inspection Administrative Assistant
Interested Parties
Rob Viera, Buell Consulting
Planning Commission Chair, Rick Mummert, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Approval of the Agenda
Samuelson made a motion to approve the agenda and Willner seconded the motion. The
agenda was approved unanimously on a voice vote.
Approval of Minutes
Willner made a motion to approve the minutes from May 7, 2019. Cunningham seconded
the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote.
Public Hearings
1. Consider a request for a Conditional Use Permit for the construction of a monopole
communications tower

Staff report and PowerPoint presentation prepared by Wayne Sorensen, Building/Zoning
Administrator, become part of these minutes by reference.
This application is for the renewal of a Conditional Use Permit granted a year ago. Due to
ordinance language, the permit has expired because the tower has not been built. As by staff
opinion conditions have not changed.
The tower is proposed at 100 feet tall with a 9-foot lightning rod, bringing the structure to
109 feet tall. The tower allows for additional antenna to be added in the future without
additional height modifications to the structure. The proposal also includes above ground
equipment located on a rock surface enclosed with chain link fencing. The structure would be
located just north of the arts and food building near the center of the fairgrounds.
Mummert opened the public hearing at 5:41 p.m. No one chose to speak. After calling for
public comment three times, the public hearing was closed at 5:42 p.m.
Hensley made a motion, seconded by Samuelson, to approve the CUP based on the findings
of fact and conditions stated in the staff report. The motion passed on a 6-0 voiced vote.
New Business
None
Old Business
None
Commissioner Communications
None
Staff Communications
None
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m. The motion to adjourn was made by Samuelson
and seconded by Cunningham. The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously on a
voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
__________________________________________
Cierra Maras

Planning Commission Secretary

__________________________________________
Rick Mummert
Chair, Planning Commission

Fire & Inspection Department
221 East Clark Street
Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007-2496
507-377-4340

Memorandum
To:

Albert Lea Planning Commission

From: Megan Boeck, City Planner
Date: August 1, 2019
Re:

Ordinance Amendments

City staff has been working to clarify several different zoning ordinances pertaining to paving, parking
and accessory structure setbacks. It’s important to note that the proposed ordinance amendments will
not increase or change the existing requirement—the purpose for amending is to clean up sections
that have been difficult to explain and interpret. In addition, two of the proposed amendments actually
work to lessen the current requirement.
Section 62-88. This ordinance explains that outside parking areas for recreational vehicles in the side or
rear yard are not required to be paved.
Example: if a recreactional conveyance, such as a boat or camper, is parked to the side of or behind the
dwelling, pavement would not be required.
Section 74-2. This ordinance will allow the Zoning Official to use his/her discretion when determining the
“front” yard for corner lots. This will be especially helpful when two lot lines have is equal distance of rightof-way. Once the front yard is determined and recorded as such with City Hall, that determination will will
apply to all future permits/applications.
Section 74-18. This ordinance removes the “no matter what” setback of 60’ for accessory structures.
Accesory structures will not be allowed closer to the front lot line than the principal structure and will also
not be allowed any closer to the front lot line than 25’.
Example 1: if a principal structure is setback 23’ from the front lot line, the accessory structure will have to
be setback 25’.
Example 2: if a principal structure is setback 65’ the maxmium required setback will be 60’.
Section 74-256 (R-1) and 74-296 (R-2). These ordinances better explain the width of driveways and flares.
In addition, it addresses whether or not a driveway will be required for an accessory structure.
Section 74-1046. This ordinance works to better define a driveway within the R-1 and R-2 districts.
Additionally, there is hope that graphics can be inserted into some of these ordinances to better
illustrate the intent. However, where there is confusion, the text will ultimately govern.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Equal Opportunity Employer

Respectfully submitted,
Megan Boeck

City Planner
City of Albert Lea
221 E Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007-2421
507-377-4349 mboeck@ci.albertlea.mn.us

ORDINANCE NO. 2019AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE I, SEC 74-2 DEFINITIONS
THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA DOES ORDAIN (new material is underlined; deleted material is lined out;
sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be
re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number and title):
SECTION 1. Chapter 74, Article I, Sec.74-2 of the Code of Ordinance of the City of Albert Lea,
Minnesota is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74-2. - Definitions
Yard, front means a yard extending between side lot lines, the depth of which is measured parallel to and
beginning at the street right-of-way line. For purposes of determining the front yard on a corner lot, the
front yard shall be that portion of the lot having the shortest distance on the public right-of-way. When the
lot has equal distance on each right-of-way portion of a corner lot, the front shall be that portion of public
right-of-way within a block length on which the majority of properties front.or if the owner can demonstrate
that access and orientation of the primary structure on the larger dimension would not likely create a traffic
hazard, the owner may seek a determination or confirmation from the Zoning Official as to the front yard.
Such determination shall be recorded with the City of Albert Lea as being the front yard of record from that
date.

That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly seconded by Councilor_______
and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors Murray, Baker,
Howland, Olson, Rasmussen, Brooks and Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
And the following voted against the same:
Introduced the first time on this ______ day of ____________, 2019
Introduced and passed this _____ day of ______________, 2019.

____________________________________
Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.

Filed and attested this _____ day of ___________, 2019.

_______________________________
Secretary of the Council
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE I, SEC 74-18 ACCESSORY
BUILDINGS, FENCES AND SITE APPURTENANCES
THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA DOES ORDAIN (new material is underlined; deleted material is lined
out; sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be
re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number and title):
SECTION 1. Chapter 74, Article I, Sec.74-18 (b) 2 of the Code of Ordinance of the City of
Albert Lea, Minnesota is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74-18. - Accessory buildings, fences and site appurtenances.
(a)

Fences and walls.
(1)

No fence or wall shall be permitted which materially impedes vision across a required front yard
between the heights of three and ten feet above ground level.

(2)

In residential zones, no fence shall be more than six feet in height in any side yard or rear yard
or more than three feet in height in any front yard.

(3)

In commercial and industrial districts, fences may be taller than six feet in height but all fences
over seven feet are required to have a building permit.

(4)
(5)
(b)

Retaining walls over four feet in height require a building permit.
Fences shall be required to meet the visibility sight triangle requirement of section 74-13(e) but
no additional setback requirements apply.

Accessory structures in all residential districts, agricultural districts, and residential uses within a PD
district unless specifically addressed in the accepted PD plan or CUP shall meet the following
requirements.
(1)

(2)

The height of all accessory structures shall meet the requirements of section 74-219 with the
following exceptions:
a.

Accessory buildings containing a dwelling unit for servants' quarters or for private guests on
a second story may have a height not exceeding 25 feet.

b.

Where the principal structure is a residence and is two stories or taller, one accessory
structure may be taller than the maximum height specified in section 74-219, but shall be no
taller than the principal structure.

All accessory buildings or structures shall be no less than three feet from a side or rear lot line
or less than 60 feet from a front lot line, or less than five feet from any alley property line.

(3) Accessory buildings (garages, carports, or sheds) shall not be located closer to the front lot line
than the principal building. In no case shall an accessory building be located less than 25 feet to the
front lot line. On lots of record where the primary structure is setback an excess of 60 feet, a
maximum required setback of 60 feet shall apply.
(4)

An accessory building or structure attached to or part of the main building or located within the
ten feet of the rear or side wall of the main or principal building shall maintain the same side yard
or rear yard as is required for the main or principal building.
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(5)

Individual private residential accessory structures shall meet the following standards based on
lot sizes and other limitations found in City Code.

Lot Size

Maximum Size for Each Accessory Structure

1,080 square feet or 80% of the size of the footprint of
Under 1.5
the principal structure (including attached garages and
acres
covered porches)

Maximum Total Square Footage
of Carports, Garages and Sheds
Per Lot

1,400 square feet

1.5 to 2
acres

1,280 square feet

1,600 square feet

2 acres or
larger

1,480 square feet

2,000 square feet

(c)

(6)

No more than two accessory structures (carports, garages or sheds) shall be allowed per lot or
parcel in residential and agricultural districts. The size of any accessory structures shall not exceed
80 percent of the size of the footprint of the principal structure (which would include any attached
garages, carports, or covered porches.)

(7)

Detached carports may be allowed as an accessory structure (garage or shed) in a back yard only.
Attached carports may be located in the side or front yard subject to all setbacks.

(8)

The dimensions of any accessory structure shall not exceed a three to one ratio between width
and depth.

(9)

All development on a lot including principal and accessory structures shall not exceed more than
40 percent of total lot area.

(10)

This subsection shall not prevent the construction or use of a private garage for joint storage of
automobiles by two owners built upon the dividing lot lines when no more than the total size,
number and area of accessory structures is met for each lot.

(11)

Temporary accessory structures may be allowed for 30 days within any given calendar year or
up to six months within any calendar year with a permit issued by the inspection department.
Conditions of a six month approval shall relate to public safety, visibility of the structure from
neighboring private or public property, general site conditions, limits on period of use, and the
general health, safety, and well-being of the neighborhood. Additional time will be considered
under the application for an interim use permit (per section 74-60). Temporary structures shall
not be allowed in any side or front yard for longer than 30 days.

Accessory building and structures in business and industrial districts may occupy any of the ground
area which the principal building is permitted to occupy.
(1)

Accessory buildings such as buildings for parking attendants, guard shelters, gate houses and
transformer buildings may be located in the front or side yard in I-2 district.
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(2)

(d)

Temporary accessory structures allowed in B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, IDD, I-1, I-2, I-3, and DCD
districts.
a.

Tents over 400 square feet in size require a permit issued by the city fire department.
Conditions of approval shall relate to public safety, visibility of the tent from neighboring
private or public property, general site conditions and limits on period of use and the general
health, safety, and well-being of the neighborhood.

b.

Cargo containers are permitted as temporary accessory structures only. (Subject to applicable
building and structure setbacks.)

c.

Temporary accessory structures shall be allowed for 30 days within any given calendar year
or up to six months within any calendar year with a permit issued by the inspection
department. Conditions of a six month approval shall relate to public safety, visibility of the
structure from neighboring private or public property, general site conditions, limits on
period of use, and the general health, safety, and well-being of the neighborhood. An
extended period of use may be granted if an applicant seeks an interim use permit pursuant
to section 74-60.

In all zoning districts accessory structures including fences and walls and associated landscaping shall
meet the requirements of subsection 74-13(e) for vision clearance.
Residential Districts

Business Districts

Industrial Districts

PD**
R-1 R-2 R-3 R-O R-P

DCD

B-2

B-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

25'

50'

25'

25'

25'

Accessory structures
Maximum
heights *

15'

25'

25'

25'

25'

25'

Minimum front
setback ***

60'

60'

60'

60'

60'

60'

Same as principal structure

Minimum side
setback (interior
lot)

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

Same as principal structure

25'

Minimum side
setback (corner 12.5' 12.5' 12.5' 12.5' 12.5' 12.5'
lot street line)

Same as principal structure

Minimum rear
setback (no
alley)

Same as principal structure

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

3

Minimum rear
setback from
center of alley

5'

5'

5'

5'

5'

5'

Same as principal structure

Fences and walls
Maximum
Height front
yard***

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

3'

Maximum
Height side and
rear yards

6'

6'

6'

6'

6'

6'

6'

Minimum
setback interior
lot lines (side
and rear)

0'

0'

0'

0'

0'

0'

0'

No maximum height. All fences over 7'
tall require a building permit. See
subsection 74-13(a) for additional
requirements for fence opacity in front
yards

0'

0'

0'

0'

0'

Other structures or appurtenances—Side setback
Nothing over 2' in height shall be constructed or placed in a permanent manner within 1.5' from any side
property line.

That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly seconded by Councilor_______ and
upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors Murray, Baker,
Howland, Olson, Rasmussen, Brooks and Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
And the following voted against the same:
Introduced the first time on this ______ day of ____________, 2019
Introduced and passed this _____ day of ______________, 2019.

____________________________________
Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
ATTEST:

_______________________________
Secretary of the Council
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE III, DIVISION 3, SEC 74-256 OFF-STREET
PARKING AND LOADING
THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA DOES ORDAIN (new material is underlined; deleted material is lined out;
sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be
re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number and title):
SECTION 1. Chapter 74, Article III, Division 3, Sec.74-256 of the Code of Ordinance of the City
of Albert Lea, Minnesota is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74-256. – Off-street parking and loading.

In the R-1 single-family residence district, off-street parking and loading facilities shall be
provided as specified in article V of this chapter. The graphics provided in this section are to be
used to illustrate the regulations. Where there is confusion, the text regulations govern.
(1) Parking in the front yard must be on an approved driveway. Where driveways lead to a
garage, attached or detached, the driveway portion in the front yard may not extend past
the further of the side walls of the garage or two feet beyond the garage door(s).
Dimensional standards for parking spaces are provided in article V.
(2) Driveways in the front yard may include a flare to accommodate one additional parking
space per unit.
(3) Accessory structures in the rear or side yard and used for vehicle parking must be
accessed by an approved driveway.
(4) Accessory structures used primarily for storage are not required to have a driveway.
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That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly seconded by Councilor_______
and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors Murray, Baker,
Howland, Olson, Rasmussen, Brooks and Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
And the following voted against the same:
Introduced the first time on this ______ day of ____________, 2019
Introduced and passed this _____ day of ______________, 2019.
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___________________________________
Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.

Filed and attested this _____ day of ___________, 2019.

_______________________________
Secretary of the Council
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE III, DIVISION 3, SEC 74-296 OFF-STREET
PARKING AND LOADING
THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA DOES ORDAIN (new material is underlined; deleted material is lined out;
sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be
re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number and title):
SECTION 1. Chapter 74, Article III, Division 3, Sec.74-296 of the Code of Ordinance of the City
of Albert Lea, Minnesota is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74-296. – Off-street parking and loading.

In the R-2 one- to four-family residence district, off-street parking and loading facilities shall be
provided as specified in article V of this chapter. The graphics provided in this section are to be
used to illustrate the regulations. Where there is confusion, the text regulations govern. For oneand two-family residences, the following shall apply.
(1) Parking in the front yard must be on an approved driveway. Where driveways lead to a
garage, attached or detached, the driveway portion in the front yard may not extend past
the further of the side walls of the garage or two feet beyond the garage door(s).
Dimensional standards for parking spaces are provided in article V.
(2) Driveways in the front yard may include a flare to accommodate one additional parking
space per dwelling unit.
(3) Accessory structures in the rear or side yard and used for vehicle parking must be
accessed by an approved driveway.
(4) Accessory structures used primarily for storage are not required to have a driveway.
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That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly seconded by Councilor_______
and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors Murray, Baker,
Howland, Olson, Rasmussen, Brooks and Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
And the following voted against the same:
Introduced the first time on this ______ day of ____________, 2019
Introduced and passed this _____ day of ______________, 2019.
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___________________________________
Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.

Filed and attested this _____ day of ___________, 2019.

_______________________________
Secretary of the Council
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE V, SEC 74-1046 – ACCESS
THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA DOES ORDAIN (new material is underlined; deleted material is lined out;
sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be
re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number and title):
SECTION 1. Chapter 74, Article V, Sec.74-1046 of the Code of Ordinance of the City of Albert
Lea, Minnesota is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74-1046. - Access.
(a)

Off-street parking and loading spaces shall have proper access from a public right-of-way through
an approved curb cut.

(b)

The number and width of curb cuts and access drives shall be located as to minimize traffic
congestion and abnormal traffic hazard. The nearest edge of a curb cut in the R-3, R-P and R-O
residence districts and all businesses and industrial districts shall not be less than 30 feet from the
intersecting right-of-way lines of a street intersection. The location of a curb cut may be required to
be a greater distance from the intersecting right-of-way lines as determined upon approval of the site
plan by the zoning administrator. In R-1 and R-2 residence districts, the minimum distance between
an intersection right-of-way line and the nearest edge of a curb cut shall be 20 feet.

(c) In the R-1 and R-2 residential districts, driveway means a proper access for vehicles between a
roadway and an attached garage, a primary structure, an accessory structure such as a carport or
detached garage, or a parking space. Proper access shall be through an approved curb cut and shall
meet all provisions of this ordinance. Regulation of parking in the front yard in the R-1 and R-2
residential districts is provided in Article III – Districts.
That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly seconded by Councilor_______
and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors Murray, Baker,
Howland, Olson, Rasmussen, Brooks and Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.
And the following voted against the same:
Introduced the first time on this ______ day of ____________, 2019
Introduced and passed this _____ day of ______________, 2019.

____________________________________
Mayor Vern Rasmussen Jr.

Filed and attested this _____ day of ___________, 2019.

_______________________________
Secretary of the Council
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